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land, and the causes that hitherto have hindered it: two books
written to a friend/ 1641. Prohably published in May or
June 1641. (Masson, ii. 239.)
1. 21. Milton does not say that the ministers were inferior
to the prelates in learning, but in eloquence (Defensio Se-
cunda). He thus explains what he meant by eloquence:
61 had no fear, but that the authors of Smectymnuus, to
all the show of solidity which the Remonstrant could bring,
were prepared both with skill and purpose to return a
sufficing answer......But when I saw his weak argu-
ments headed with sharp taunts, and that his design was,
if he could not confute them, yet at least with quips and
snapping adages to vapour them out, which they, bent only
upon the business, were minded to let pass; by how much
more I saw them taking little thought for their own injuries,
I must confess I took it as my part the less to endure that my
respected friends, through their own unnecessary patience,
should lie at the mercy of a coy flirting style.' (Apology for
Smectymnuus, Prose Works, ed. 1848, iii. 99.)
1. 25. Hall's tract is entitled CA Humble Remonstrance
to the High Court of Parliament: by a dutiful son of the
Church/ It appeared in January 1641. It was a defence of
liturgies in general, and especially of the English liturgy, and
an assertion of the apostolic origin of episcopacy. Joseph
Hall (1574-1656), bishop of Exeter (1627) and Norwich
(1641), was celebrated as one of the first English satirists,
and as one of the most eloquent of English divines. An
account of his satires is given in Warton's History of English
Poetry, chap. Ixii. Of his theological writings Fuller says,
* He was commonly called our English Seneca, for the pure-
ness, plainness, and fulness of his style ; not unhappy at
controversies, better in his sermons, best of all in his
" meditations/" Extracts from these meditations are given
in Professor Mortens * Illustrations of English Religion/
p. 282. A collected edition of his works was published by the
Rev. Peter Hall in 12 vols. in 1837-9. The answer of the five
ministers is entitled 'An answer to a book entitled "An
Humble Remonstrance," in which the original of Liturgy